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Clash of the campaigns
Trump, Biden inch closer to election day
By Ronald Diaz 
Gazette Reporter

As the 2020 U.S. presiden-
tial election inches closer, ten-
sions are rising between cur-
rent president Donald J. Trump 
and Democratic candidate Joe 
Biden, not only between the two 
running candidates, but among 
their supporting bases as well.

In what has been one of the 
most unprecedented and un-
predictable years in all of U.S. 
history, given the COVID-19 
pandemic and fight for social 
justice, this year’s election has 
so much hinging on it and seri-
ous repercussions for whoever 
comes out on top after Nov. 3.  

The first presidential debate 
between Trump and Biden on 
Sept. 29 was probably the larg-
est implication that this coun-
try’s future is solely in the bal-
ance of one of these men, and it 
can go either way. 

Gearing up for political war-
fare, Democratic presidential 
candidate Biden has raised a re-
cord of over $380 million for his 
campaign, which actually edges 
out billionaire Trump financial-
ly, according to The New York 
Times.

“Joseph R. Biden Jr.’s cam-
paign announced raising $383 
million in September, combined 
with the Democratic National 
Committee and their shared 
committees, and entered Octo-

ber with $432 million cash in the 
bank, his campaign announced 
on Wednesday,” a New York 
Times article reported. 

As voting continues to in-
crease and the second presiden-
tial debate being canceled, all 
the American people can do is 
wait. However, with campaigns 
beginning to reach the finish 
line, where exactly do Trump 
and Biden stand? 

Biden’s main goal as of now 
is using the money he has been 
able to raise to air as many cam-
paign ads as possible in key 
battleground states. 

According to The New York 
Times, “Mr. Biden has used 
those additional funds to spend 
more on television than Mr. 
Trump in the key battleground 
states and to stretch the map, 
with some ads now even airing 
in Texas.”

The majority of Biden’s cam-
paign has focused on outing 
President Trump to be an insuf-
ficient, incompetent and practi-
cally abysmal leader. 

“Donald Trump can lie about 
the economy all he wants, but 
the truth is he’s the worst jobs 
president since 1929,” Biden 
claimed on his official Twitter 
account.

So far, Biden’s strategy has 
been working. According to 
Kevin Breuninger of CNBC, 
Biden holds a large lead over 
President Trump nationally; 

however, the swing states ap-
pear to show a much closer 
battle. 

“Joe Biden is holding on to 
his sizable lead over President 
Donald Trump in the national 
polls, but there are reasons for 
the Democratic nominee to 
worry about the handful of key 
states that could ultimately de-
cide the election,” Breuninger 
said. 

And, while Biden is gaining 
a sustainable lead over Trump 
nationally, he also is barely 
edging Trump in key states that 
would grant Biden victories in 
the electoral college.

“Yet, Biden holds a narrower 
advantage in states that will 
likely decide an Electoral Col-
lege victory,” Breuninger said. 

With Biden raising record 
money for his campaign, airing 
more advertisements in battle-
ground states and winning 
over the country nationally, 
where does that leave President 
Trump? 

Trump has been under the na-
tional and perhaps global spot-
light due to contracting COV-
ID-19, which he has adamantly 
downplayed since it took over 
the U.S. earlier this year. 

While President Trump has 
seemingly recovered from the 
virus relatively quickly, it just 
might have been the straw that 
broke the camel's back.

Since testing positive for CO-

VID-19, the Trump campaign 
has been slowly deteriorating, 
losing fundraisers and also a 
lot of supporters. Perhaps this 
explains why Biden is leading 
the country nationally in terms 
of voting. 

According to Natasha Ko-
recki of Politico, Trump has 
become desperate in hopes of 
staying in the oval office.

“The farther behind Donald 
Trump has fallen in the compe-
tition for campaign dollars, the 
more he’s milked government 
resources to make up the differ-
ence,” Korecki said. 

Also, Trump has ignored the 
traditional boundaries of poli-
tics and government to appar-
ently save himself, and he has 
shown he would do anything 
possible to win a second term, 
no matter the costs, she said. 

However, that doesn't neces-
sarily sound like a good thing, 
explained Korecki. 

“His heavy reliance on feder-
al resources and his own execu-
tive powers to win reelection 
come as Trump has fallen more 
than $100 million behind Joe 
Biden in TV ad spending, and 
slipped to a double-digit deficit 
in national polls,” she said. 

It is clear that this year's 
presidential election will be un-
like any other in recent history. 
As of The Gazette publication 
date, the election is exactly two 
weeks away. 

The Gazette is looking for news 
and story ideas for our final fall 
issue! If your department has an 
event or news topic you'd like us 

to cover, please let us know!
Send story ideas to nkturner@langston.edu 
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Activities coordinator reflects 
on virtual homecoming plans
By Lea Houston
Gazette Reporter

“Homecoming is usually a 
time to gather around, recon-
nect with alumni, enjoy each 
other’s company and, overall, 
just [represent] the university 
with as much Lion Pride as 
you have,” said Raynita Mason, 
74th Miss Langston University 
and business management and 
psychology major.

Mason is one of several stu-
dents on campus who were 
wary of the virtual homecom-
ing event this year, question-
ing if it would still have the full 
traditional impact as it typically 
does in person. 

According to an email sent 
July 3 by Langston University 

President Dr. Kent Smith Jr., 
due to the pandemic and to re-
duce the spread of COVID-19, 
LU, as well as other HBCUs, 
decided to cancel all in-person 
homecoming activities. 

With homecoming being 

virtual instead of physical this 
year, Activities Coordinator 
Zhamar “Mac” McAdory wor-
ried there would be much less 
student and alumni participa-
tion.

“We couldn’t have what we 

had in the past homecoming,” 
McAdory said, “so I feel as if 
I have failed the student body 
because we couldn’t have the 
homecoming we are used to.”

With previous homecoming 
events being hosted outside, on 
the yard, complete with food 
trucks and pop-up shops, mak-
ing homecoming enjoyable was 
quite difficult for McAdory and 
the Students Activities Board.

McAdory said he worried 
homecoming was more of “a 
disservice to the Langston Uni-
versity students” because it was 
the students’ money that was 
being used to put on the events. 

“If anything,” McAdory said, 
“I want to give the money  back 
with scholarship opportuni-
ties.”

He said that because stu-
dents are stuck at looking at a 
computer screen throughout 
the day for classes, he and SAB 
worried there wouldn’t be a lot 
of participation for the virtual 
homecoming.

“People have to realize that, if 
a student has Zoom classes 9-5 
looking at the screen all day, 
they are ready to go out and ex-
perience the world once they’re 
done,” McAdory said. “When 
people hear Zoom, they think 
of class… why would I host a 
Zoom event, when you’re al-
ready on Zoom the entire day?”

Regardless, McAdory said, 
it was still important that they 
promote homecoming and en-
courage participation as much 
as possible. 

“We couldn't have what we had in the 
past homecoming, so I feel as if I have 
failed the student body because we 
couldn't have the homecoming we are 
used to.” — Zhamar "Mac" McAdory,

LU activities coordinator

By Jonah Fabian
Contributing Writer

As homecoming 2020 be-
gan Oct. 12, Langston Uni-
versity was forced to deliver 
a virtual experience in place 
of the traditional one. 

Homecoming at LU nor-
mally provides free access to 
T-shirts, food, talent shows, 
comedy shows, band events, 
concerts and a football game. 
Alumni fill the lots around 
campus as thousands of stu-
dents and families support 
their alma mater. 

Homecoming 2020 was 
planned to be another ex-
travagant week, just like any 
other, until COVID-19 turned 
the world upside down. With 
social distancing in place, 
many questioned their ex-
citement. 

“I am going to miss the co-
median show and the football 
game the most,” said sopho-
more broadcast journalism 
major Jeremiah Harrison. 

Harrison is an LU ambas-
sador as well as Mr. 1909 for 
the NAACP. As a broadcast 
journalism major, he has 
been involved with many 
events in the past, including 

taking photos during 2019’s 
homecoming events for the 
Langston Student Activities 
Board. 

With the new virtual learn-
ing that students are forced 
to participate in due to CDC 
guidelines, freshmen haven’t 
been able to fully experience 
the eventful side of Langs-
ton. This is shown even more 
after the prior announcement 
of the cancelation of Home-
coming 2020. 

“Our freshmen are really 
missing out on something 
that’s really big, not only for 
Langston but for all HBCUs,” 
Harrison said. “Them not 
getting to experience such a 
part of Langston and HBCU 
culture is definitely hinder-
ing their experience.” 

With the absence of many 
in-person events and class-
es, upperclassmen and staff 
wondered if freshmen were 
going to grasp an emotional 
attachment to their HBCU 
and the culture Langston 
provides. 

“I feel like it stifles their 
ability to have longevity here 
at Langston,” Harrison said. 
“Without them getting to 
experience what Langston 

is really like, their basically 
paying for an online experi-
ence.” 

The ambassadors and SAB 
teamed up and tried to make 
the most of what seemed to 
be an impossible task of cre-
ating a virtual homecoming 
experience.

“We [were] trying to get 
events to be in person, but 
it’s so hard,” said sophomore 
nursing major Rasheedah 
Blackwood. Blackwood is the 
community service co-chair 
for SAB and is part of the 
team that put on this year’s 
homecoming. 

“I am so sad we [didn’t] get 
to experience a homecom-
ing like last year because it 
was so fun last year, and it is 
just one of those things that 
you can’t wait to do again,” 
Blackwood said. 

It is hard to say whether 
Homecoming 2020 was any-
thing comparable to years 
past, but SAB made it pos-
sible to put on some of the 
traditional events virtually. 

“There will still be a virtual 
talent show, comedy show 
with special guest and a hip-
hop concert,” Blackwood 
said. 

Traditional homecoming not possible in 2020 You're invited to the 15th Annual 
President's Scholarship Gala!

This gala event will be a joyful celebration of LU's amazing 
student body and the excellence of our academic programs. We 
all enjoy the success stories—like Brooklyn Baker, a 2020 LU Bi-
ology graduate who attended LU on a full ride. 

“Going to Langston has been the best decision of my life,” 
Brooklyn said. “It has opened up so many opportunities for 
me—even a summer internship at Harvard Medical School. 
Without scholarships, I would not be in school.” 

Our virtual gala advances educational opportunity for stu-
dents like Brooklyn. Attendance at this year’s gala is free. How-
ever, we need your contributions to ensure our students receive 
much-needed financial support. All money raised during the 
evening will benefit students—preparing them to serve our com-
munities as leaders. Though it may look a little different in 2020, 
below is how you can continue to create life-changing opportu-
nities for our students.

 Make a gift today to support this year’s event! Attend the 2020 
Annual President’s Scholarship Gala online. Encourage your 
family and friends to join in and support the University by mak-
ing a contribution. Set up a corporate or individual sponsorship. 
Donate directly online or use the GIVLY app—it’s easy! 

Your support will help LU students earn a degree and achieve 
their dreams. Consider donating now or during our virtual Pres-
ident’s Gala event and enable students to continue their enroll-
ment. Thank you for each effort you make to impact the next 
generation!

When: Thursday, Oct. 29, 2020 at 7 p.m.

Where: Facebook Premiere - Langston University 
   Official Page

What:  LU Choir and Band Performances + 
   Video Vignettes



4   The Gazette  | October 20, 2020 Features

2019:
CORONAVIRUS
OUTBREAK

All You Need To Know About

Early on, many of the patients in the outbreak in Wuhan, China reportedly 
had some link to a large seafood and animal market, suggesting 

animal-to-person spread. However, a growing number of patients 
reportedly have not had exposure to animal markets, indicating 

person-to-person spread is occurring. At this time, it’s unclear how easily 
or sustainably this virus is spreading between people.

AIR HUMAN

CONTACT

CONTAMINATED

OBJECTS

HOW DOES THE VIRUS TRANSMIT?

UNDERCOOKED

FOOD

DROPLETS

FROM PATIENT

TOUCHING EYES

WITH DIRTY HANDS

HOW TO REDUCE RISK OF
CORONAVIRUS INFECTIONS?

WHAT ARE THE SYMPTOMS OF THE VIRUS?

DRY COUGH

PNEUMONIA

FATIGUE

FEVERVOMITING

SHORT BREATH

DIARRHEAKIDNEY FAILURE

• COVER YOUR MOUTH AND NOSE WHEN COUGHING

• WASH YOUR HAND FREQUENTLY WITH SOAP AND WATER

• THOROUGHLY COOK MEAT AND EGGS

• SEEK MEDICAL HELP IF SYMPTOMS APPEAR

• AVOID CLOSE CONTACT TO ANYONE WITH COLD-FLU-LIKE SYMPTOMS

102.4°F
39°C

The incubation period of 
the new coronavirus is 
thought to be between 
one and 14 days

Reported illnesses have ranged from people with little to no symptoms to 
people being severely ill and dying. Symptoms can include:

First runner-up fills role
of Miss Black Langston
By Khalil Griffin
Contributing Writer

This summer, junior broad-
cast journalism major Kaila 
Lessier received the call of her 
life when she found out she is 
now the new 2020-2021 Miss 
Black Langston.

During the pageant in March, 
Lessier initially received the 
title of first runner-up. How-
ever, due to unknown reasons, 
the winner of the pageant was 
unable to fulfill the role. That 
means Lessier was automati-
cally chosen to represent LU as 
the new queen. 

Tegan Robinson, assistant di-
rector of student life, explained 

how the pageant system works 
when a winner is unable to 
complete his or her duties. 

“The Office of Student Life 
stated in each Elite Connection 
member's contract that, in the 
case of removal from office, 
resignation, death, or another 
inability to uphold the title-
holder's duties, the succession 
line should be as follows: first 
runner-up, second runner-up, 
etc.,” Robinson said. 

Initially, Lessier did not plan 
on returning to LU this semes-
ter because of the pandemic, but 
when the university called, she 
knew she had to adjust some 
things so she could come back. 

 “I was shocked,” Lessier said, 

recalling how she felt after re-
ceiving the call. “Adjusting to it 
was the hardest thing to do…”

Lessier explained that if she 
would have received the crown 
the night of the pageant, she 
would have had much more 
time to prepare for the title and 
responsibilities that accompany 
it.  

However, a new title wasn't 
the only thing Lessier had to ad-
just to. Now, due to COVID-19 
and restrictions on campus, it is 
harder to implement her plat-
form, especially when no more 
than 10 people can be in one 
room at any given time. 

Regardless, Lessier said, she 
is excited to uphold the title and 

offered some advice. 
"In life, obstacles are thrown 

at us almost every day, and it 
can become easy to stray away 
from the real you,” Lessier said. 
“I believe that everyone, as indi-
viduals, has to make it a priority 
to stay true to yourself and love 
the skin that you are in, so you 
can live up to the true you." 

Right:
Kaila Lessier poses on 
stage during the pageant 
in March. Lessier was 
initially the first runner-
up, but she stepped into 
the crown after the winner 
could not fulfill the role.  Courtesy Photo
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Campus Why do you think 
it's important 

to vote?

Joreal Eady
Senior
Public Health Major

"It's important to vote 
because our ancestors fought 
hard so we could have the 
right and privilege to do so. 
Therefore, we owe them our 
vote!"

Biruk Amare 
Senior
HPER Major

"For me, I feel it's 
important to exercise my 
right to vote because people 
fought and died so I could 
have this right."

Maurice Crawford
Junior
Biology Major

"I think it's important to vote 
because, with everything 
going on, we should try our 
best to try and make our 
voices heard. With voting, 
we can get who we want in 
office and who will benefit 
our community!"

Raynita Mason
Junior
Business Management & 
Psychology Major

"It is very important to vote [because] 
our ancestors faced so much 
oppression and have fought so hard to 
ensure we'd be able to use our voices 
to create change. While we as a people 
have come a long way, we have an 
even longer way to go. While it may 
seem minuscule to some, it can have 
great impact. There is power in 
numbers, so the more of us that vote, 
the more impact we wil have."

Compiled by Lea Houston Question

By Paris Taylor-Mahone
Contributing Writer

To graduate from Langston 
University is a feat in itself, but 
to be an LU alumnus who also 
is an actor, director and now a 
professor at his alma mater – 
that is an accomplishment that 
most might only dream of. 

Students may know him as 
Professor Edwards, but the en-
tertainment world would refer 
to him as Marlon Ladd. Marlon 
Ladd Edwards is an English 
professor at Langston Univer-
sity, as well as an independent 
filmmaker. 

Edwards graduated from 
Rose State College and Langs-
ton University, and then he 

went on to the University of 
Central Oklahoma, where he 
got his master’s in English and 
creative writing. This is where 
his career began. 

Edwards had several goals 
while growing up. 

“Initially, there were three 
things I wanted to do – play in 
the NBA, act and do movies, 
and go into law enforcement,” 
he said. 

It’s evident that thus far he 
has been very successful with 
fulfilling his goal of being an ac-
tor and director. During his time 
at UCO, he knew two things 
about himself that helped him 
find his path and ultimate ca-
reer field. One, he liked to write 
and act, and two, he was very 

independent. So, he thought, 
why not join the creative writ-
ing program. 

After finishing the program, 
he began acting and eventu-
ally got his first role in an inde-
pendent film. He learned how 
to act, film, direct and edit all 
on his own, and he realized he 
loved being independent; so, 
that was the route he wanted to 
take. 

Edwards takes the meaning 
of independence both literally 
and personally. He said he has 
had this mindset since he was a 
child. 

He said he was “5 and 6 run-
ning away from home because 

Acting, writing, directing alumnus
returns to LU as English professor

Professor Edwardssee EDWARDS, page 8



By Kaila Lessier
Contributing Writer

Within a few months, all 
schools across the United States 
had to switch from face-to-face 
to virtual classrooms due to the 
Coronavirus outbreak. 

There are many perspectives 
on taking these new types of 
classes – classes which range 
from completely online to hy-
brid, or a mixture of both, to 
even a more flexible format, 
which gives the students flex-
ible options of attending class. 
With this new learning system, 
students have mixed reac-
tions. Some find interest in not 
getting up and going to class 
physically, while others simply 
prefer a classroom. 

Anai Robinson, junior biol-
ogy major at Langston, is one 
of those students who misses 
attending class in person. 

"To be quite honest, I'm hav-
ing difficulties because my 
classes start at 9 a.m., and I'm 
not energized to get on Zoom 
and to be doing chemistry so 

early," Robinson said. 
Robinson added that she 

feels like she has to put in more 
study time because it’s hard 
to pay attention to the Zoom 
classes, at least not as much as 
she would in a physical class-
room. 

"It feels like you have to teach 
yourself with online (virtual) 
classes," Robinson said.

She also said that the whole 
concept of switching to Zoom 
feels rushed. However, the 
flexibility with professors of-
fering Zoom office hours is a 
helpful gesture, Robinson said. 

"They respond pretty quick-
ly, and if you want to set up a 

Zoom with them, they're will-
ing to help," she said. 

Overall, Robinson said, she 
appreciates her professors for 
trying; however, she wishes the 
professors would slow down 
the lectures and allow her and 
her classmates to grasp the in-
formation a little more clearly.

Senior broadcast journalism 
major Lauren Gavin had simi-
lar thoughts.  

"Online (virtual) learning has 
been pretty difficult because 
you have many distractions 
and not enough personal inter-
actions," Gavin said. 

She added that what makes it 
worse is not being able to have 

events in person on campus. 
However, Gavin said, online 
classes have advantages be-
cause she can go to class in the 
comfort of her own home.

"You can wake up 5 minutes 
before class and not be late," 
Gavin said. 

However, she does find it dif-
ficult to make herself present 
for the duration of the Zoom 
lectures. She said it takes a lot 
of discipline as a student to fo-
cus on a computer screen and 
class lesson the whole time, 
while also continuously having 
to check D2L to make sure she 
doesn’t miss anything. 

"The technical difficulties 
bother me because the Zoom 
kicks me out, and when I hop 
back on the Zoom, I miss infor-
mation, not to mention the Wi-
Fi is not that great," Gavin said. 

Regardless, Gavin said, her 
classes are going well for the 
most part; however, she can-
not wait until things go back to 
normal. 

The pandemic isn’t just af-
fecting college courses, though 

– it’s affecting the entire educa-
tion system at all levels. 

Tyreese Love is a 15-year-old 
10th-grader who lives in Los 
Angeles. He attends Animo 
South Los Angeles High School, 
and his classes have gone com-
pletely virtual as well. 

"It seems like since we are on-
line, the teachers are giving us 
more assignments and making 
them due the same day," Love 
said. 

He explained how he is hav-
ing a hard time and under-
stands the lessons better when 
he is face-to-face with the 
teacher. Love explained that 
some days he learns well, but 
other days he does not.  

"It all depends on the day 
and what the teacher is teach-
ing," Love said. "I can't wait 
until everything goes back to 
normal, so that way I can sit in 
a classroom and learn." 

However, Love said, he does 
appreciate his teachers, and he 
is thankful to them for being 
understanding and trying to 
make it work. 
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“Online (virtual) learning has been pretty 
difficult because you have many distractions 
and not enough personal interactions.”

— Lauren Gavin,

senior broadcast journalism major

Students express mixed emotions
about virtual learning during COVID

By Ebony Lucas
Gazette Reporter

Langston University on-cam-
pus organizations have seen 
better days before the effects of 
COVID-19.

While dealing with the Coro-
navirus, many things can no 
longer be held as in-person 
events, making almost every-
thing a Zoom event. This has 
been a new journey for many, 
especially those who still have to 
host the events, such as campus 
organizations, because there are 
some things that are just easier to 
do in person.

“The hardest thing is con-
necting with members without 
seeing them. I’m huge on inter-
personal relationships, and it’s 
hard to develop them through a 
screen,” said Robert Couch, ju-
nior computer science major. 

Couch is the membership 
chair for LU-NAACP, which is 
a civil rights organization that 

fights for social liberties for all 
races. The organization mem-
bers said they began to notice a 
change within their organization 
as early as March. 

However, NAACP still plans 
to “have events because we want 
to remain an active chapter and 
do what we can,” Couch said. 

Members of the National So-
ciety of Leadership and Success 
have similar concerns about vir-
tual events. 

“The hardest thing to keep up 
with is the community aspect of 
our organization,” said Marissa 
Wilson, senior biology major 
and membership outreach chair 
for NSLS, the nation’s largest 
leadership honor society.  “CO-
VID-19 forced us to move our 
membership training online 
in spring 2020. It also made us 
more student-oriented, where 
we communicate with them 
more directly to figure out how 

we can help them get the most 
out of the NSLS experience.”

NSLS is dedicated to develop-
ing leaders by providing a sup-
portive community, resources 
and productive discussions. 

“As an organization, health 
comes first,” Wilson said. “We 
are encouraging members to 
take care of themselves and to 
stay encouraged during these 
challenging times.” 

The organization has gone 
completely virtual and will 
continue events, trainings and 
check-ins via Zoom.

A member of Phi Beta Sigma 
Fraternity Inc. also expressed his 
concerns regarding so many vir-
tual events. 

“Our emotions towards the 
pandemic is in fact that we are 
tired and overwhelmed and 
want things to go back to nor-
mal,” said King Mason, senior 
broadcast journalism major.

But, Mason said, “Phi Beta 
Sigma Fraternity Inc. goes by a 

motto, ‘culture for service, ser-
vice for humanity,’ and we stand 
by that.” 

Phi Beta Sigma is a historically 
African-American Greek letter 
fraternity founded at Howard 
University in Washington D.C. 
Fraternity members said they 
started to notice the change 
within their organization in 
spring 2020 during their regional 
convention. 

“It was very strange in the 
beginning because people were 
social distancing, and there were 
a lot of hand sanitizers every-
where,” Mason said.  

The members of Phi Beta Sig-
ma plan to continue events via 
Zoom if the pandemic continues. 

“The hardest thing to keep 
up with in our organization is 
finding multiple ways to impact 
the campus, whether it is com-
munity service or mentoring 
someone. It’s challenging, espe-
cially when you have to social 
distance,” Mason said.

Organizations feel overwhelming effects of pandemic

“The hardest thing is connecting with 
members without seeing them. I'm huge on 
interpersonal relationships, and it's hard to 
develop them through a screen.”

— Robert Couch,

junior computer science major and 

membership chair for LU-NAACP 
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Ronald Diaz

I’m not gon’ take no stuff from 
anybody,” he explained. “I’ve 
always wanted to go the road 
less traveled because that’s just 
who I am,” he said. 

Some people are not as aware 
of how independent they are, 
but Edwards was. At the age of 
12, he attempted his first film, 
a karate movie that involved 
his entire neighborhood. Un-
fortunately, there was actually 
no film in the camera. But 16 

years later, he wrote, directed, 
produced and acted in his first 
film and has not looked back 
since. 

During Edwards’ junior 
year of high school, he said, he 
had an “aha” moment during 
his basketball career. He had 
made the choice to become so 
good that the coach had to play 
him. Edwards mentioned that 
although they were a star team, 
only one of his teammates re-
ceived a Division I scholarship, 
and that changed his way of 
thinking.

“If I’m going to do some-

thing, I’m not going to let any-
one determine how successful I 
am going to be,” Edwards said. 

From his independent suc-
cess, one can see that he stuck 
by that mindset. As a college 
student here at LU, he came for 
the opportunity to play basket-
ball. As a professor, he came 
for the opportunity to teach, 
which, he considers, is a way 
of giving back to the place that 
gave him so much. 

Now, Edwards writes his 
own scripts, acts in his own 
films and even helps direct 
them. Although COVID-19 

has taken a big toll on the U.S., 
Edwards and his team have 
found ways to push through 
and continue filming for his 
new suspense thriller “The 
Deal”, which already has two 
distribution thrillers. Edwards 
and his small but talented crew 
went through hardships trying 
to find the right time to film in 
COVID-19. 

“We had to figure out how 
we could finish the film and 
still be safe at the same time,” 
he said.  

Kayla Smith, a sophomore 
health, physical education and 

recreation major, is enrolled in 
one of his courses.

“He’s cool to have as a teach-
er,” Smith said. “He’s very 
passionate and his background 
with him being an actor plays a 
big role in some of our assign-
ments.” 

Edwards believes that teach-
ing is part of a legacy, and what 
good is it to have knowledge if 
you don’t share it, he said.

If you ever want to become 
an independent filmmaker, di-
rector and/or actor but have no 
clue where to start, Edwards is 
the man to ask.

EDWARDS
 from page 5

Los Angeles Lakers win NBA Finals
Los Angeles is back.
Actually, the Lakers are back! 
On Oct. 11, the Los Ange-

les Lakers defeated the Miami 
Heat in game six of the NBA Fi-
nals, 106-93, to secure their re-
cord-tying 17th championship 
in NBA History. The only other 
team that has 17 championship 
titles is the Boston Celtics. 

Spearheading the effort as 
he’s done all season long, LeB-
ron James led all players with 
28 points, 14 rebounds and 10 
assists, notching a triple-dou-
ble. The Lakers' championship 
obviously was led by James, but 
it would have been impossible 

without superstar big-man An-
thony Davis. 

Davis was tied for second 
with guard Rajon Rondo in 
scoring with 19 points, and he 

also put up 15 boards in the win. 
Davis proved to be the missing 
piece of the puzzle for the Lak-
ers in their quest for glory, and, 
according to Shams Charania of 
The Athletic, Davis plans to opt 
out of the final year of his con-
tract (player option) and re-sign 
with the Lakers on a max deal. 

“Sources: Anthony Davis 
plans to opt out of contract and 
re-sign with the Lakers,” Cha-
rania said. 

This is huge for the Lakers. 
Fans knew Davis could have 
potentially been a one-year 
rental due to his contract situa-
tion; however, winning a cham-

pionship in his first year don-
ning the purple and gold, and 
his first year paired up with all-
time great LeBron James, is sub-
stantially more than he could 
have asked for. Re-upping 
with the Lakers makes absolute 
sense. 

What does this championship 
in particular mean for the Lak-
ers and fans? 

On Jan. 26, Lakers legend and 
sports icon Kobe Bryant per-
ished tragically in a helicopter 
crash, along with his daughter 
Gianna Bryant and others. Since 
the death of Bryant, the Lakers 
set out on an undisturbed path 

to bring a title back to Los An-
geles in honor of the Laker leg-
end.  

Moments after the Lakers se-
cured that title, crowds of fans 
gathered in the streets of down-
town LA by the Staples Center 
to celebrate, and at various mo-
ments began chanting “Kobe, 
Kobe, Kobe, Kobe!” 

As a Los Angeles native and 
Laker fan, seeing those final 
seconds tick down knowing 
that the Lakers were moments 
away from being crowned 
champions once again, felt ab-
solutely surreal. 

Our fanbase has endured 
the roughest playoff drought 
in Laker history from 2013-
2020. Perhaps we can be called 
spoiled for only having a cham-
pionship drought for 10 years 
(the Lakers' previous title came 
back in 2010) when there are 
teams who have never even 
been to the championship. 

However, this year had an en-
tirely different feeling. The loss 
of Kobe, the season shutdown 
due to the pandemic, then the 
restart in the Orlando bubble, 
all were such crucial compo-
nents to why this 17th title feels 
so important. 

Knowing that the Lakers 
were able to win it all in Kobe 
Bryant’s name means the abso-
lute most.

And, as LeBron told AD dur-
ing the locker-room celebration, 
“We still got work to do.”

I wouldn't expect any less 
from the king. Congratulations, 
to the 2020 NBA Finals champi-
ons, the Los Angeles Lakers.

Ronald Diaz is a senior broad-
cast journalism major. Photos from Los Angeles Lakers official Instagram 
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